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Presentation Objectives
Participants will be able to……

✓Differentiate between current approaches for 
selecting vocabulary to teach

✓Select  and teach words from texts that students are 
reading based on the SWIT Strategy

✓Describe and implement how to use the SWIT 
strategy with a narrative and informational text.



Pause and Ponder
1. How do you currently go about deciding which 
words to teach to your students?

2. Once you have identified words to teach, do you 
typically teach them all in the same way or vary your 
instruction so that it is particularly fitted to  the words 
you are teaching and how well students need to  know 
them?



English Language Arts and Literacy
READING: Key ideas and details, craft and structure, integration of knowledge 
and ideas

WRITING: Text types and purposes, production  and distribution of writing, 
research to build and present knowledge

SPEAKING & LISTENING: Comprehension and collaboration, presentation of 
knowledge and ideas

LANGUAGE: Conventions of standard English, knowledge of language, 
vocabulary acquisition and use



Literacy Statistics
➢Accelerating vocabulary growth is a vital and often neglected component of 
a comprehensive reading program (Baumann & Kame’enui, 2004; NICHD Report of the National Reading Panel, 2000)

➢Numerous studies have documented the strong and reciprocal relationship 
between vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension (Stahl & Fairbanks, 1987; Beck et al., 

2002; Graves, 2002; Baker et al., 1995)

➢Research focused on school-age second language learners similarly 
concludes that vocabulary knowledge is the single best predictor of their 
academic achievement across subject matter domains (Saville-Troike, 1984).



Effective Vocabulary Instruction

Based on The Vocabulary Book: Learning and Instruction (2006) by  
Dr. Michael Graves, effective vocabulary instruction:

1.   Provides rich and varied language experiences

2.  Teaches individual words

3. Teaches word-learning strategies

4.  Fosters word consciousness



Vocabulary Instruction Challenges
1.  It is estimated that printed school English contains 88,500 word 
families, and if one adds multiple meanings, idioms, and proper 
words, this number increases to around 180,000 words.

2.  Students’ vocabularies vary considerably.  

3.  The English language  consists of a very  small number of 
frequent words and an extremely large number of infrequent 
words.



Current Approaches to Selecting 
Vocabulary to Teach

1.  Word List Approach
◦ Coxhead’s Academic Word List

◦ www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL

2.  Genre Approach
◦ Based on research from Hiebert and Cervetti (2012)

3. Tier Approach
◦ Mentioned in Appendix A of CCSS



Three Tiers of Words
Tier One Words: Words that are in everyday speech and 
easy to learn.  These words are important but not the focus 
of the discussion.

◦ Ex. happy, color, shirt, bird, laugh, dictionary, eraser

Tier Three Words: Words that are specific to a domain or 
field of study and key to understanding a new concept 
within a text.

◦ Ex. lava, carburetor, legislature, circumference, aorta



Three Tiers of Words
Tier Two Words: These words are far more likely to appear 
in written texts than speech.  They appear in all sorts of 
texts:

◦ Informational texts 

◦ Ex. relative, vary, formulate, biased

◦ Technical texts 

◦ Ex. calibrate, itemize, periphery

◦ Literary texts 

◦ Ex. misfortune, dignified, faltered, unabashedly



Three Tiers of Words
Tier Two Words are not unique to a particular discipline and as a result are 
not the clear responsibility of a particular content area teacher.

Tier Two Words are far less defined by contextual clues in the texts in 
which they appear and are far less likely to be defined explicitly within a 
text than are Tier Three Words.

Tier Two Words are frequently encountered in complex written texts and 
are particularly powerful because of their wide applicability to many sorts 
of reading.  Teachers need to be alert to the presence of Tier Two Words 
and determine which ones need careful attention.



Selecting Words  for Instruction 
from Text Strategy (SWIT)

1. Essential Words: These words are crucial for comprehending the text 
students are reading.  

2. Valuable Words: These words have broad, general utility for students’ 
reading and writing and this have enduring importance.

3. Accessible Words: These words are more common or higher frequency 
words that are not likely to be understood by students who have limited 
vocabulary knowledge.

4. Imported Words: These are words that enhance a reader’s understanding, 
appreciation, or learning from a text but are not included in it.



Types of Vocabulary Instruction
SWIT includes three different types of vocabulary instruction:

1.  Provides Powerful Instruction on specific words whose 
meanings are complex and essential to text comprehension

2.  Provides Brief Explanations of words that have clear-cut 
definitions

3.  Has students Infer Meanings from context and  from 
morphological clues



Using SWIT with a Narrative Text
Using an excerpt from  Island of the Blue Dolphins (O’Dell, 1960), the teacher 
following the SWIT process to  identify and teach words from the story.

Step 1: Identify Potentially Unfamiliar Words

◦ Advice, ancestors, befall, calm, crawfish, faint, fiber, fortune, 

headland, kelp, leagues, lessened, omen, pause, pitch (sticky tar), 

planks, pursued, sandspit, seeping, serpent, skirted, spouting
)



Using SWIT with a Narrative Text
Step 2:  

Identify the Four Types 

of Words to Teach



Using SWIT with a Narrative Text
Step 3: Determine the Optimal Type of Instruction

◦ How concrete or abstract are the words?

◦ How can the teacher ensure that the Essential Words are taught in 
a way that students can learn them well?

◦ Can the word’s meaning be determined by using context or word 
parts?



Using SWIT with a Narrative Text
Step 4: Implement Vocabulary Instruction

Vocabulary Strategy 1:  Powerful Instruction

➢Provide a clear definition    

➢www.learnersdictionary.com is a GREAT online dictionary!

➢Provide and discuss context sentences

➢Ask questions that require deep thinking

➢Provide students with a vocabulary reference sheet



Using SWIT with a Narrative Text
Step 4: Implement Vocabulary Instruction (cont.)

Vocabulary Strategy 2:  Brief Explanation
➢When encountering these words in the text, stop briefly and provide a synonym or 

short definition and a context sentence.    

Vocabulary Strategy 3:  Infer Meaning
➢Utilize this strategy with words that have useful context and/or have easily 

identifiable word parts.

SEE, USE, and REVIEW ALL WORDS!!!!! CRITICAL COMPONENT!!!!!!!!!!



Using SWIT with an Informational Text
Using the SWIT strategy with informational text 

parallels to narrative texts!

Conclusion

“Vocabulary knowledge is critical to the long-term literacy 
development of all students, and high-quality vocabulary 
instruction should be a priority for teachers across all grade 
levels!”



SWIT STRATEGY – YOUR TURN!!!
Using the “I Have A Dream” informational text:

1.  Identify the potentially unfamiliar words

2.  Identify if those words are: Essential, Valuable, Accessible, or  Imported

3.  Determine the optimal type of instruction

4. Implement vocabulary instruction:
◦ Powerful Instruction?

◦ Brief Explanation?

◦ Infer Meaning?



Additional Resources
HOW WELL YOU TEACH = HOW WELL THEY LEARN!!

Kate Kinsella http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII/prolearningtoolkit/kinsellaindex.aspx

Anita Archer   http://explicitinstruction.org/

**GREAT ARTICLE : A MUST READ!!!!!

Graves, Michael F., Baumann, James F., Blachowicz, Camille L. Z., Manyak, Patrick, Bates, Ann, Cieply, Char, 
Davis, Jeni R. & Von Gunten, Heather (2014). Words, Words Everywhere, But Which Ones Do We Teach? The 
Reading Teacher, 67(5), 333–346.

ANY QUESTIONS????

http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII/prolearningtoolkit/kinsellaindex.aspx
http://explicitinstruction.org/
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